The cell surface: the stage for matrix metalloproteinase regulation of migration.
Matrix metalloproteinases are important for the turnover of extracellular matrix in tissue. Recent studies have expanded their roles well beyond extracellular matrix degradation - they also cleave many growth factors, cytokines and cell adhesion molecules in the extracellular milieu, modulating their functions irreversibly. In particular, some matrix metalloproteinases that associate with the cell surface have arisen as intriguing regulators of cellular functions, including migration.